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NSWCRS Tea Towels 

Quality NSWCRS tea towels 
for sale! 
 
$10 each or 3 for $25 plus 
postage. Delivery can be 
arranged for local buyers.  
 
These tea towels would 
make a great gift! Please 
refer to photo at right. 
 
Please contact Richie on 
0418 200 139 or email 
nswcamellias@hotmail.com 
to place an order. 
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From the Presidentôs Pen 

Autumn has finally arrived. It has been very 
noticeable over the last few weeks whilst 
driving around the suburbs of Sydney, the 
proliferation of sasanquas at almost every 
household. It is testament to the great work 
in promoting the use of these versatile 
plants and it is obvious the improvements 
that have occurred in the hybridising of this 
species over the last 20 ï 30 years. The available colour range and 
flower shape, and the various growth habits, ensure there is a 
sasanqua for every situation. 
 
Our March meeting was held at Daniel & Carolyn Lowôs Pymble 
home. It was truly a most intriguing garden to visit with the collection 
of bonsai, various camellias and many other interesting specimens all 
displayed within a detailed landscape design. The hospitality of the 
Lowôs in providing a venue for our meeting was much appreciated. It 
was also our first opportunity to bench blooms for the 2016 season. 
 
Aprilôs meeting is sure to be a rare treat as we visit Bill Flemingôs 
garden, óElegansô. The meeting offers a a opportunity to gain access 
to a truly amazing garden in both its landscape features and individual 
plant specimens. Also, it would be anticipated that there will be more 
blooms to bench as the japonicas start to come in to season, along 
with the sasanquas being in full flush. We look forward to seeing some 
new faces come to the meeting and share the opportunity to mix with 
other members. 
 
Please note, the Annual Show at Ravenswood will be held on 
Saturday & Sunday, 9 & 10 July. Please disregard previously advised 
date. It was bought to our attention that a clash existed with another 
societyôs show which necessitated the revision of the date. As usual, 
we will be looking for volunteers and hopefully the Show will be a 
fantastic event, with some new features to be included. More news on 
this in next monthôs newsletter. 
 
In the meanwhile, I hope that we can catch up at the April meeting. 

~ Richie Griffiths 
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60 Seconds with our Vice-President 

1. What first sparked your interest in camellias?  

An uncle who loved and grew camellias. When I was a child my family would 
visit Camellia Grove at St Ives with him. The camellias sixty years ago were 
rare in gardens and quite expensive 

 

2. What is the one camellia you couldnôt live without?  

The wonderful floral festival of óWirlinga Princessô. 

 

3. If you could add any camellia to your collection, what would it be?  

The species Camellia azaleaðfor flowers throughout the year. 

 

4. What is your top tip for growing camellias? 

Plant carefully and mulchðdonôt fuss over them with too much fertiliser.  

 

5. If you were a camellia cultivar, what would you be and why? 

The white reticulata óLady Pamelaô. What a great name! 

 

6. What would you grow if you couldnôt grow camellias?  

Daffodils. 
 

7. What would you name a new camellia cultivar? 

I have named a couple of seedlingsðôClass of 43ô - my husband Alanôs 
birth year, and óKateôs Cascadeô after my daughter. 
 

8. What is your favourite camellia-related memory?  

A great trip to Yunnan in China in 1991, with a group of camellia enthusiasts 
led by Bob Cherry, collecting seeds and cuttings of camellias in the wild. 

 

9. What is your most treasured camellia?  

óContessa Woronzoffô - a gift. 

 

10. What is one camellia you would never grow?  

óMrs D. W. Davis Descansoô - too fluffy. 

The editor spent 60 seconds with the Vice-President to ask the important 

questions... 

~ Hannah Griffiths 
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2016 Camellia Events Calendar 

April 2016 

Saturday, 23 April Monthly meetingðBill Flemingôs home 

May 2016 

Tuesday, 24 May Monthly meetingðôCamellias-R-Usô (Bill Parker) 

June 2016  

Saturday, 25 June Monthly meetingðH & C Chapmanôs home 

July 2016 

Saturday, 9 & 

Sunday, 10 July 

Annual ShowðRavenswood Girls School, Gordon 

Christmas in Julyðexpressions of interest in attendance to Kate Stanley, 

Social Secretary 

Please note the 

revised date for our 

Annual Show at 

Ravenswood 

 

9th & 10th July 
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Highlights from our March Meeting 

Our March meeting was held at Daniel and Carolyn Lowôs place at 

Pymble.  

Daniel provided guests with a tour around the garden and explained 

that his and Carolynôs interest in in bonsai began some 16 years ago, 

when, because of their general interest in things Japanese and in 

particular, Japanese culture, they decided to go for a drive to visit 

some bonsai nurseries! 

Daniel also explored some of the differences between his approach 

and Carolynôs approach to Bonsai. For example, when styling her 

bonsai, Carolyn thinks of ñthe association that bonsai has with things 

numericalò whereas Daniel thinks of ñthe environments that the 

different species inhabit in their natural stateò. Regardless, Daniel and 

Carolynôs techniques and overall collection of bonsai can only be 

described as extensive and eclectic!  
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Request for Printed Gardening Material 

The State Library are putting together a collection of printed material 
for a display at the Botanic Gardens later this year, to celebrate the 
Gardenôs 200th birthday. After the display the donations will be kept 
by State Archives as part of their contemporary gardening collection.  
 
They are looking for a wide variety of donations, anything gardening 
related, not just camellias. Any donations need to have originated 
from NSW. 
 
Donations could include books, newsletters, catalogues, flyers, 
posters, journals, manuscripts, brochures, postcards, etc. 
 
Your donations can be delivered to the State Library or posted to the 
following address: 

Kathryn Barwick 
Collection Strategy & Development, 
State Library of NSW 
Macquarie St 
Sydney NSW 2000 

 
Time to clean out the library cupboard and everyone's study? 
 
~ Pam Watson 
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With its emphasis on foliage colour the garden is interesting at all 

times of the year and has often been used as a background in 

segments on Better Homes and Gardens TV program.  

Left: Another scenic 

virew at óElegansô. 

Photo courtesy of  

ABC: 

www.abc.net.au/

local/

stories/2011/08/05/

3282908.htm 

Above: One of many delightful and relaxing vistas through the garden at ôElegansô. 

Photo courtesy of galstoncommunity.com.au/2015/03/17/open-garden-at-galston/  

óElegansô - continued 
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Highlights from our March Meetingðcontinued 

Left, above and below: Samples of the Lowôs collection of Bonsai, which 

utilise many different styling techniques, pots and containers and plant 

species. 


