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DƻǊŘƻƴΣ b{² нлтн ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ōȅ 5Ǌ 5ƻǊŜŜƴ /ƭŀǊƪ !aΣ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

Yǳ-ǊƛƴƎ-Ǝŀƛ IƻǊǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ hǊƎŀƴƛŎ /ǊƻǇ 

tǊƻǘŜŎǘŀƴǘǎ 

ммǘƘ ϧ мнǘƘ Wǳƭȅ 9ǊȅƭŜŘŜƴŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ IƻǳǎŜ ϧ DŀǊŘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ млŀƳ ς

пǇƳΦ 9ƴǘǊȅ ϷуΣ Ϸс ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ όс-мрύ ϷпΦ DŀǊŘŜƴ ŎŀŦŞ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǇŜƴ 

му-мфǘƘ Wǳƭȅ LƭƭŀǿŀǊǊŀ {ƘƻǿΣ ²ƻƭƭƻƴƎƻƴƎ 

нлǘƘ Wǳƭȅ  aƻƴǘƘƭȅ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

нсǘƘ Wǳƭȅ [ƛǎƎŀǊ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ IƻǊƴǎōȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘ ƛǘǎ Dŀƭŀ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ 5Ǌ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ¦ǝŎƪ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ ǊŀǊŜ ŎŀƳŜƭƭƛŀǎ ŀǘ ммΦолŀƳ - мн ƳƛŘŘŀȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 
ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎΤ ŀǘ мΦолǇƳ WƛƳ tƻǿŜƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
ƎǊƻǿΣ ǇǊǳƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘŜ ŎŀƳŜƭƭƛŀǎΤ {ƻƎŜǘǎǳ LƪŜōŀƴŀ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŀǘ 
нΦолǇƳΦ 9ƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ŦǊŜŜΤ /ŀƭƭ [ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜ {ƳƛǘƘ лпмф лмунро ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦ  

!ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмр  

мǎǘ ςнƴŘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ŀƳŜƭƭƛŀ ϧ CƭƻǿŜǊ {ƘƻǿΣ .ŜǊǊȅ 

мтǘƘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ  aƻƴǘƘƭȅ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

нмǎǘ-ннƴŘ !ǳƎ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ŀƳŜƭƭƛŀ {ƘƻǿΣ bŀǊǊŀƴŘŜǊŀ 

нтǘƘ - нфǘƘ !ǳƎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ŀƳŜƭƭƛŀ {ƘƻǿΣ ¸ƻǳƴƎ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмр  

сǘƘ - тǘƘ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 

IǳƳŜ /ŀƳŜƭƭƛŀ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ !ƴƴǳŀƭ {ƘƻǿΣ !ƭōǳǊȅ 

мнǘƘ - моǘƘ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 

{ǇǊƛƴƎ .ǳƭō ϧ /ŀƳŜƭƭƛŀ {ƘƻǿΣ /ŀƴōŜǊǊŀ 

мтǘƘ - нлǘƘ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 

άbƻǊǘƘ .ȅ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘέ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ŀǘ {ŜōŜƭ wŜǎƻǊǘ ϧ {ǇŀΣ 
IŀǿƪŜǎōǳǊȅ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣ ²ƛƴŘǎƻǊΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŜŀƅŜǘ ϧκƻǊ Ψ /ŀƳŜƭƭƛŀ 
bŜǿǎΩ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƛǝƴŜǊŀǊȅΦ /ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмр  

мфǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ !Da ŀƴŘ aƻƴǘƘƭȅ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

нлмр /ŀƳŜƭƭƛŀ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ 
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Next Monthly Meeting is on Monday 15th June 2015 at the Baptist Church Hall, 

Park Avenue, Gordon at 7.45pm 

Program 

§ Richie Griffiths will provide the latest news for members; 

§ Dr Stephen Utick, Secretary of Camellias Australia Inc., and co-ordinator of 

the Camellia Ark project will talk about the project going forward; 

§ The Bloom Competition continues in full swing; 

§ Experts will be on hand to answer your camellia related questions; 

§ Donation Prize draw camellia plant selected by Bill Parker of Camellias-R-Us 

(Parkers Camellias). Tickets to enter the prize draw remain at $1 each or 3 

tickets for $2. 

§ Our usual friendly supper wraps up the evening - please bring along a plate of 

something to share. 

Notes on Our May Monthly Meeting 

It was good to see a few more members in attendance at the meeting. President 

Richie Griffiths confirmed that Dr Doreen Clark will open our National Show at Ra-

venswood on 11th July, requested members to help out at the show - even if its just 

for a short while, and also mentioned the working bee group needed to assist with a 

general clean-up and pruning of plants at Eryledene on 30th May. 

Richie had also brought along some samples of potting mix - one for camellias, azal-

eas, a natives mix and a general compost. The mixes came with a logo that they met 

Australian standards but be aware of standard or premium mixes. 

Chris Chapman then gave a short talk about growing camellias for shows. He said 

that he uses Debco or Amgrow compost (about 40%) and adds orchid mix. He 

stressed the importance of good drainage and not to over fertilize plants, maybe eve-

ry fourðsix weeks. Good mixes will retain the dampness. 

Chris will often water camellias on a Monday and then go five days before watering 
againðmaybe six days in winter. 

Even now it is not too late to prune camellias to keep them within reachable heights 

(such as below a door height). Inspect your plants now to remove buds and blocking 

foliage; or you can peg back foliage to stop it marking blooms. 

Some good Show cultivars include Carterôs Sunburst and variegated form, Elegans 

Supreme, Elegans Splendor and Elegans Champagne. This latter camellia should be 

picked late to avoid dropping. Desire is kept in a small fridge to keep a tight centre, 

particularly as formal doubles rarely win. 

I believe Chris also said that to keep the blooms fresh in their pots before packing for 

a show they are left in a mix of water (contôd page 16) 



 с 

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK 

HELPERS NEEDED FOR THE SHOW AT RAVENSWOOD 

This year our Camellia Show at Ravenswood School at Gordon on 11
th
 and 

12
th
 July, 2015 is also the National Show for Camellias Australia, so we 

expect more Camellia visitors from other branches exhibiting their blooms. 

As you can see from the Show Schedule, as well as the Bloom Competition, 
with judging organized this year by Marion Moyes, there will be: 

§ a Photography Competition, organized by John Hadlow; 

§ an Ikebana display, organized by Elizabeth Fuller; 

§ a Bonsai display by Carolyn and Daniel Low; 

§ a display of Camellia Ark camellias by Stephen Utick; 

§ camellias for sale from Camellias-r-us by Bill and Joanne Parker; 

§ camellias to sell from Camellia Grove, as well as plants to raffle; and 

tea and coffee and light refreshments from the kitchen organized by 
Margaret Levick and Juliet Muras;  so it will be all go at Gordon! 

If you can help in any way to make the show a success, please send an 
email to nswcamellias@hotmail.com or phone Pam Watson on 9653 
1036  óJobsô are usually allocated in 2 hour shifts, so let Pam know when you 
are available, and where you think you can best help. 

Publicity ï if you can distribute small (A5) flyers, or know of places where 
A4 flyers can be displayed, contact Pam for them to be emailed or posted to 
you.  Radio publicity is great.  Please contact your favourite station. 

Thursday 9th July ï Set up (9 am-12 noon) 
Set up all the tables in main room (cloths, cups, signs, numbers, bloom 
names), as well as tables and equipment for all the other displays. 

Saturday 11th July ï Exhibition set-up and judging (7am-1.30pm) 

Help is needed for new and non-member exhibitors to set up blooms. 

Judging, stewarding, results, prizes ï help is needed here too. 

Saturday 11th July ï Public Exhibition (1.30pm-4pm) and 

Sunday 12th July ï Public Exhibition (10am-4pm) 

Welcome visitors and take entry fees at admission tables, sell raffle tickets, 
answer questions on membership/info table, sell plants, help in kitchen. 

Sunday 12th July - 4pm Pack up 

Many thanks in anticipation of your help! 

mailto:nswcamellias@hotmail.com
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Cultural Notes for June  ñWHYò do weeds exist? 

There may be a number of factors that lead to the presence of a particular 

weed within your garden. These factors may include: 

1. Nearby seed source 

A viable population of weeds established near to your garden allows for the 

constant invasion of seed and other propagules. This may occur via wind, 

bird, water or other animals. The efficiency of the dispersal mechanism will 

determine the percentage of germination. 

2. High nutrient and soil moisture levels 

Many of our garden practices provide ideal conditions for the establishment 

of unwanted exotic plants. The adoption of excessive fertilisers, supplemen-

tary irrigation and improved soil structure all promote weed growth. 

3. Light levels 

Increased sunlight will encourage the germination of most annual weeds and 

ensure aggressive growth rates. Conversely, shaded areas will often impact 

on desirable plants, whilst promoting weeds that specialise in tolerating low 

light conditions. 

4. Adaptive and aggressive growth habits 

Some plants are naturally aggressive and, in the right conditions, will swamp 

other plants. Climbers are excellent examples of these aggressive invaders 

that may eventually destroy their host. Sometimes other mechanisms, such 

as vegetative propagation, can facilitate the rapid establishing and consoli-

dation. These plants can increase in numbers and propagate even after 

physical removal of the parent; the smallest stem, tubers, rhizomes, and 

even leaves can form a new plant. 

5. Mulch cover 

This detail is probably the most important factor in preventing and controlling 

weed growth. Any exposed soil surface, free of mulch, will quickly be invad-

ed by a smorgasbord of annual and perennial weeds. This weed cover is a 

natural response to preserve the soilôs integrity. The presence of weeds is 

generally a direct correlation to the depth of mulch material. 

Next newsletter we look at the óHOWô of weed control. 

Richie Griffiths 
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! {ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ /ƭŀǎǎ tƘƻǘƻǎ CǊƻƳ aŀȅ .ƭƻƻƳ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ 

!ōƻǾŜΥ /ƭŀǎǎ н 

{ŀǎŀƴǉǳŀǎ ς5ƻǳōƭŜǎ ϧ 

9ƭŜƎŀƴǎ ŦƻǊƳ 

 

wƛƎƘǘΥΥ WŀǇƻƴƛŎŀǎ 

LǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ {ŜƳƛ-ŘƻǳōƭŜǎ 

[ŀǊƎŜ ς±ŜǊȅ [ŀǊƎŜ 

[ŜƊΥ /ƭŀǎǎ мл 

WŀǇƻƴƛŎŀ CƻǊƳŀƭ 

5ƻǳōƭŜǎ 



 ф 

hǇŜƴ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΥ Dǳƛƭƛƻ bǳŎŎƛƻ ǾŀǊΦ 

ŜȄƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ōȅ t ϧ a [ŜǾƛŎƪ 

bƻǾƛŎŜ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴΥ {ǘŀǊ !ōƻǾŜ {ǘŀǊ 

ŜȄƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ōȅ IŜƭŜƴ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎ 5ŀǾƛŘ ϧ !ƴƴŜ aŀƘŜǊ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŀƳǿƻǊǘƘ /ƻǧŀƎŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ 

ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƛƴ ¢ŜƴǘŜǊŬŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΦ .Ŝƭƻǿ ŀǊŜ όƭ-Ǌύ /ΦǎΦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ [ȅƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǎǇƭŜƴŘƛŘƭȅ ƛƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴŜΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ .ƛƭƭ tŀǊƪŜǊ ƛǎ 

ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǝƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƴ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴǘ ŎǳƭǝǾŀǊΤ  5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻũŜŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǧƭŜ /ŀŦŞ 

DƭŜƴ LƴƴŜǎ ƻƴ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ упǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ 

.ƻǧƻƳ όƭ-Ǌύ ! ŎŀƳŜƭƭƛŀ ƅƻǳǊƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¢ŜƴǘŜǊŬŜƭŘΩǎ Ŏƻƻƭ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ aŀƴƛŎǳǊŜŘ ƘŜŘƎŜǎ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ 
[ƛǧƭŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ /ƻǧŀƎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƻǎŜƳŀǊȅ ƻƴŜ ǘŀǇŜǊŜŘ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
ƴŜŀǊ ƛǘǎ Ǌƻƻǘ ȊƻƴŜ 


